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soccer tradition is rooted in humble begin-

nings that took place in 1954. A student
named Stu Parry had an idea to start a soccer
team after transferring to Akron from Oberlin fol-
lowing a two-year stint in the military.

His first call for players in 1954 was answered
by 20 students. Practice started immediately
and after two weeks the team started scheduling
games. The team included Stu’s brother, George,
as a goalie, along with Harold Boughton, Jim
Cunningham, Lou Michalski, Dick Patterson,
Lawton Vaughn, Jim Vaughn, Bob Haver, Glen
Hilbish, Jack Reed, Dick Patterson, Jerry Acuff,
Jim Farkas, Tom Harmon, Larry Temo and Bob
Morrison. They opened that first season with a
2-0-1 record.

With Parry’s initiative, UA Athletics Director
“Red” Cochrane agreed to give the sport a
chance in 1955, thanks to a successful Acme-
Zip game the year before making funds available
for other sports.

Akron’s foray into intercollegiate soccer did
not start out well as the Zips dropped their first
two games, finishing that inaugural season with
a 2-4-1 record. Bill Cunningham had the distinc-
tion of scoring UA’s very first goal in a 3-1 loss
at Kenyon. It is fitting that Akron’s first victory
came over cross-town rival Kent State, 3-1.

That first season was not a sign of things to
come as Parry directed the Zips for 15 seasons
and compiled a record of 118-43-4. Parry’s list of
accomplishments includes nine Ohio Collegiate
Soccer Association (OCSA) titles, and six NCAA
playoff appearances. In 1966 and 1968 he was
named Ohio Soccer Coach of the Year. Parry
also served on the NCAA Rules Committee and
was elected president of the National Soccer
Coaches Association in 1968.

Since 1969, the four subsequent coaches
have continued Parry’s winning ways. Bill Killen
(1970-73) directed four winning teams, includ-
ing the 1971-73 squads that advanced to the
NCAA Midwest Regional playoffs.

Robert Dowdy (1974-81) had the program for
eight years, with seven winning seasons. His 11-
2-1 squad in 1975, and well as the 1976, 1980
and 1981 teams, captured OCSA champion-
ships.

For The University of Akron, its grand men’s
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Stu Parry (right) served as a player-coach during the first season of intercollegiate play, along with his
brother, goalkeeper George Parry (center) and Larry Temo (left).

From 1982 through 1992, Steve Parker direct-
ed UA to 139 victories, 59 losses and 25 ties.
His teams won six OCSA crowns and his 1983
(15-5-2), 1984 (15-2-3) and 1985 (12-5-3) teams
participated in the NCAA Tournament.

However, it was in 1986 that Parker’s team
gave the University its most unparalleled nation-
al exposure by finishing as national runner-up.
The Zips defeated Evansville (2-1), Penn State
(2-1) and Fresno State en route to a national
title matchup with Duke in the Tacoma Dome in
Tacoma, Wash. Akron lost the title game by a
1-0 score, but that finish and the team’s 17-4-3
record earned Parker the National Coach of the
Year Award.

Ken Lolla, a two-time All-American and four-
year letterwinner at Duke, took over the program
in 1993. In 13 seasons at Akron, Lolla became
the program’s all-time winningest coach with a
record of 160-68-25. Lolla coached the Zips to
eight regular-season Mid-American Conference
titles, four MAC Tournament Championships
and six NCAA Tournament appearances. Akron

made the NCAA Tournament field each of Lolla's
final five seasons, including 2003 when the Zips
became the first-ever Mid-American Conference
school to earn a seeding, capturing the No. 15
spot and a first-round bye.

In 2005 Akron became the first-ever MAC
school to be ranked No. 1 in any sport, holding
the nation's top spot for four weeks. The Zips
posted an 18-1-4 record, setting a new school
record for victories as they earned the No. 9
seed in the NCAA Tournament and advanced to
the quarterfinals.

Also during Lolla’s tenure, Akron placed 73
student-athletes on the All-MAC team, including
a league-high 45 first-team selections.

Thanks to its rich past, Akron has cultivated
a national reputation as a soccer power. Pete
Milich (1960-63) stills ranks among the top 15
in the NCAA record books in 13 categories and
he still holds the NCAA record for consecutive
games with a goal scored (16). Akron’s 1960
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1954

University of Ak-
ron student Stu
Parry starts a
club soccerteam.
Twenty players
come out to join
the squad.

1955

Men’s soccer be-
gins its first sea-
son of intercolle-
giate play at UA.
The team posts a
2-4-1 record.

1958

The Zips win their
first Ohio Colle-
giate Soccer As-
sociation (OCSA)
championship.
Akron would win
18 OCSA cham-
pionships  from
1958-1986.

1961

Akron makes its
first NCAA play-
off appearance.
The Zips fall, 7-
2 to Saint Louis
University in St.
Louis, Mo.

1963

UA’s first NCAA
win comes at
home against
Lake Forest Col-
lege in the NCAA
Midwest Region-
al, 3-2.

1969

Stu Parry retires
after 16 seasons
as head coach.
In 15 years of in-
tercollegiate play,
Parry compiled a
record of 118-43-
4 with nine OCSA
championships
and six NCAA
appearances.
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1970-79

In the decade of
the ‘70s, Akron
posted a .500
or better record
in each season,
compiling a re-
cord of 80-45-11.
The Zips made
five trips to the
NCAA  Tourna-
ment from 1970-
79.
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scoring average of 5.73 still ranks fifth in NCAA
history, while its 1961 mark of 5.21 points per
game ranks 10th.

Since 1957, Zips players have earned 34 first-
team All-America designations, including three-
time honorees Fritz Kungl and Richard Parkinson.
Thirty-two former players have gone on to the
professional ranks, including Cameron Knowles
who in 2005, became the first UA player to
be drafted by an MLS team when Real Salt
Lake selected him in the fourth round of the
MLS Supplemental Draft.

Other highlights in the history of
Akron soccer include:

1961- Defeated defending NCAA Champion
St. Louis, 3-2, at the Rubber Bowl in front of
10,000 spectators as part of the Acme-Zip
spectacular. That season five of 11 All-Ohio
selections were from Akron.

1962- Pete Milich scores a school-record
seven goals in one game as the Zips defeat
Frostburg State, 9-4.

1966- Akron finishes the season with a 10-3-
0 mark, the first of 26-straight .500 or better
seasons. That streak was snapped by 1992’s
9-10-0 mark, one of just three losing seasons
in the Zips’ 51-year history.

1968- The Zips were a perfect 11-0 in the
regular season until a loss to Michigan State
in the NCAA Midwest playoff. Earlier that
year they had beaten the defending national
champion Spartans by a 4-1 score at Lee
Jackson Field. That win snapped MSU’s
33-game win streak and UA was the first
team to score a goal on the Spartans that
season.

1969- Jim Malcom (1967-68) becomes the
first Akron player to enter the professional
ranks, playing with the Baltimore Comets in
1969.

1970- Faced No. 1 Saint Louis in the first
round of the NCAA Tournament.

1972- Advanced to the third round of the
NCAA College Division championships,
losing to eventual national champion SIU-
Edwardsville, 3-2 at Lee Jackson Field

1982 1986
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1974- Defeated Buffalo State, 6-1, led by
a hat trick from George Nanchoff. Nanchoff
scored two of his goals within 15 seconds
of each other in the opening half. It was the
first victory for first-year head coach Robert
Dowdy.

1975- Akron was ranked No. 10 nation-
ally, earning the school’s 11th Ohio Collegiate
Soccer Association (OCSA) championship.
Dowdy was named the Ohio and Midwest
College Coach of the Year as the Zips fin-
ished with an 11-2-1 record. In a 10-0 win
over Cincinnati to open the season, brothers
George and Louie Nanchoff scored four goals
each.

1977- Louie Nanchoff spent the summer of
1977 playing with the U.S. national team as
it prepared for the 1980 Summer Olympics
trials.

1978- Louie Nanchoff passed up his final
year at Akron to turn professional with the
Colorado Caribou of the North American
Soccer League. That made 1978 the first
season in five years where a Nanchoff did not
play at the school.

1983- Akron defeats UW-Green Bay by a
7-0 score in the NCAA playoffs before fall-
ing to Indiana, 2-1 in overtime. That begins
a string of four-straight NCAA appearances

for the Zips.

1998- Akron wins its first Mid-American

Conference Tournament champion-
1993 2003

ship and earns an automatic berth in the
NCAA Tournament. It was the Zips’ first NCAA
appearance since the 1986 season when they
finished as national runners-up.

2001- The Zips become the first school in
Mid-American Conference history to earn an
at-large berth in the NCAA Tournament.

2003- Akron finished the year ranked fourth in
the nation in shutout percentage (59 percent)
and fourth in goals against average (0.58),
advancing to the round of 16 in the NCAA
Tournament.

2004- Ken Lolla becomes the program’s all-
time winningest coach, recording his 140th
victory at Akron with the Zips’ 1-0 win over
Bowling Green on Nov. 5. Akron went on
to win its third Mid-American Conference
Tournament title and made its fourth-straight
NCAA Tournament appearance.

2005- UA set a new school record for vic-
tories with an 18-1-4 mark. Akron became
the first team in Mid-American Conference
history to earn a No. 1 ranking in any
sport, holding the top spot for four weeks.
The Zips advanced to the quarterfinals of
the NCAA Tournament before falling to
eventual champion Maryland in a shoot-
out. Akron had a league-record seven first-
team AIlI-MAC picks, and Ross McKenzie
(first team), Yohann Mauger (first team) and
Sinisa Ubiparipovic (second team) earned
All-America honors. The Zips also led the
nation in scoring, goals-against average and
win percentage.

2007- Under the direction of second-year
head coach Caleb Porter, the No. 23 Zips
post their fourth-highest win total in school
history (15) en route to MAC regular-season
and tournament championships. With a 15-
4-2 overall record, UA records the highest
winning percentage in the nation, going
45-10-7 (.782), from 2005-'07. Porter was
named MAC Coach of the Year while three
players earned All-America honors: Corey
Sipos (third team), Anthony Ampaipitakwong
(all-freshman team) and Steve Zakuani (all-
freshman team).

Special thanks to former UA SID Ken
MacDonald for his help in historical research.

2005 2007

Steve Parker is
named the fourth
head coach in
school  history.
He takes over
the program from
Robert  Dowdy,
who coached the
Zips from 1975-
81.

Akron advances to
the NCAA Tourna-
ment championship
game for the first
time in school his-
tory. UA fell to Duke
in the championship
game, 1-0 in the Ta-
coma Dome in Taco-
ma, Wash. The Zips
finished the year with
a 17-4-3 record.

The Zips join the Mid-
American Conference,
winning their first of
eight regular-season
titles. Ken Lolla begins
his first of 13 seasons
as head coach and
goes on to become
the program’s all-time
winningest coach.

UA becomes the
first MAC school
to earn a seed in
the NCAA Tour-
nament, claiming
the No. 15 spot.
The Zips defeat
Rutgers, 3-2 in
a second-round
match at Lee
Jackson Field.

Akron becomes
the first MAC
school to earn
a No. 1 ranking,
finishing the year
with an 18-1-4
record. The Zips
earned the No. 9
seed in the NCAA
Tournament and
advanced to the
quarterfinals.
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The Zips claim
their 10th regular-
season MAC title
in 15 seasons
and their fifth
league tourna-
ment champion-
ship, the most by
any conference
member.
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